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But it is not known, or rather it is kept secret, that
he was enjoined, by a Ukase (or edict) six years ago, to
resign his duchy to Prince Potemkin; and that, by the ad-
vice of the Chancellor Taubk, and of the Chamberlain
Howen, he averted the storm by remitting to Prince
Potemkin (whose affairs ever were and are in disorder)
two hundred thousand ducats. Rason, the ministerial
secretary of the Duke, was intrusted to carry him this
sum.

Whether it be that Potemkin, while waiting for the
execution of his grand projects, which perhaps relate to
the Oriental system, or to circumstanbes that are yet
immature, wishes to acquire this accession of power;
whether it be that he is in want of money; or more
especially whether it be that the Duke of Courland, since
his situation has been so precarious is known in conse-
quence of his avarice to have become one of the rich-
est princes in Europe, and that, rendered effeminate by
adversity, old age, and the daily importunities of his
last wife, who has acquired some influence over him, he
is endeavoring to place himself beyond the reach of
ill fortune; be it which of these causes it may, a similar
crisis is again returned.

The Cabinet of Petersburg is ignorant of none of these
things. It doubtless fears that the Court of Berlin is
speculating concerning the province of Courland; hoping,
by the aid of a new Duke, to have it entirely at its dis-
posal. The conditions which gave Poland a right of pro-
tection over Courland having ceased, when power be-
came law, and at the moment the oppressed republic
found it impossible to fulfill those conditions, it is not
absurd to apprehend that Prussia will surreptitiously take
the place of Poland, and thus to its own profit confirm
the right by the deed.

Courland is in reality far from a contemptible country.
Its climate, being in the 57th degree of latitude, though
sufficiently is not insupportably cold. Its extent in length
is eighty leagues, and in breadth fifty. Its soil is fertile,
and its natural products are very necessary for all the
commercial and maritime powers. Two principal and
navigable rivers divide it, from east to west, the Aa and of Courland on thishisself to Brunswick, and attaching
